
8.

REPORTER
Good morning Toronto, My name is 
Ryan and today I’m with the Check 
Yourself chess team who just won an 
invitation to the Canadian Open 
Championship. With me today is the 
coach of this amazing team, 
Abdalla. You must be excited.

ABDALLA
I’m really proud of this team.

Mohamed and Ahmed start jabbing each other and messing 
around, Muna tries to stop them.

ABDALLA (CONT'D)
We’ve been training really hard and 
it’s starting to show off.  

REPORTER 
Let’s introduce the team. What is 
your name little buddy? 

AHMED
Ahmed.

REPORTER
As the youngest player in the 
tournament how excited are you?

AHMED
I don’t know.

REPORTER
Ok, and what’s your name?

MOHAMED
Name is Mohamed.

REPORTER
What makes you like chess so much?

MOHAMED
I don’t like chess, my uncle always 
forces us to play. He’s always...

Abdalla shoves Muna, making her jump in front of the mic.

MUNA
Hi, my name is Muna.

Abdalla shoves Farah.
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20.

ABDALLA
That’s really good Mohamed. You 
made this?

MOHAMED
Ok. Try this one. It’s the Philly 
cheesesteak one.

FARAH
Abo (dad), we have to sell this.

Just then there’s a knock on the door. BURHAAN (mid 40’s), 
Somali, short, dressed like a truck driver is standing at the 
door. Burhaan has a bushel of Khat under his arm. 

AHMED
Abo!

Mohamed & Ahmed run and unlock the door. Ahmed gives Burhaan 
a big hug.

BURHAAN (IN SOMALI)
My little chess champion. Remember 
what we said about hugging. 

AHMED
Men don’t hug.

Ahmed reaches his hand out for a handshake, Burhaan shakes 
it. 

BURHAAN (IN SOMALI)
There you go. How was school today?

AHMED
Abo, Abo, we were on TV today.

BURHAAN (IN SOMALI)
I know, I saw it this morning.

MOHAMED
Abo! You want some food?

BURHAAN (IN SOMALI)
Grab me three to-go plates.

MOHAMED
Ok, but try this first.

Mohamed grabs the sambuza tray.

MOHAMED (CONT'D)
Abo, try this. Abti (uncle) said we 
could sell this. 
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